
2026
KITCHEN REMODEL
PLAYBOOK

7 Decisions That Make or
Break Your Investment



Your Kitchen
Should Work
As                  As
It Looks

A kitchen remodel is one of the most important
investments you can make in your home. And in
2026, the best kitchens are designed around how
you actually live — cooking habits, routines, storage
needs, and the way people naturally gather.

This guide breaks down the seven decisions that
have the biggest impact on comfort, longevity, and
daily ease. Use it as a reference as you plan your
project, and as a foundation for conversations with
your design-build team.

Beautifully



Plan Flow 
First

A kitchen succeeds when movement feels
natural. Before choosing materials, focus on:

Clear zones for prep, cooking, cleanup, and
storage
A landing spot for groceries and small
appliances
Seating and circulation that works when
guests gather
Island spacing that allows comfortable
movement (42–48”)

A thoughtful layout minimizes clutter, reduces
bottlenecks, and makes the entire space feel
intentional from day one.
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Choose
Appliances
Early

High-end appliances require proper spacing,
ventilation, electrical loads, and cabinetry integration.
These decisions must come early — before drawings,
before materials.

Top 2026 considerations:
Induction ranges (cleaner, faster, more efficient)
Panel-ready appliances that disappear into
cabinetry
Combi-steam ovens for healthier cooking
Proper ventilation for indoor air quality
Electrical upgrades to support high-draw
appliances

D&G Advantage: We coordinate all electrical,
plumbing, and mechanical planning so your
appliances look built-in, operate safely, and perform
flawlessly.
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Pick Surfaces
That Fit Your
Lifestyle

Countertops take the most daily wear, so
performance matters as much as
aesthetics.

Quartz continues to lead 2026 remodels
because it offers:

Strong stain and chip resistance
No sealing or ongoing maintenance
Consistent veining and finish options
A “marble look” without the upkeep

If you love marble, consider using it in low-
use zones rather than your main prep
areas.
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Invest In 
Smart Storage

Cabinetry sets the tone for the entire kitchen —
visually and functionally.

Design with purpose:
Deep drawers for pots and pans
Vertical dividers for trays and boards
Appliance garages to clear counters
Hidden charging zones
Pantry storage that fits what you actually buy

In 2026, warmer woods, soft neutrals, and simple,
timeless profiles lead the way.
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Choose
Materials That
Age Well

Today’s luxury kitchens use texture, tone, and subtle
pattern to create depth without noise.

2026 trends include:
Slab backsplashes for a seamless, elevated look
Zellige-style or artisanal tile with soft sheen
Natural-feeling neutrals over stark whites
Wide-plank engineered wood or high-end LVP for
continuity
Plaster or sculptural range hoods as statement
pieces

Every material in your kitchen should serve both beauty
and longevity.

D&G Advantage: Our design team curates materials
that work together and installs them with precision —
ensuring your kitchen feels cohesive, elevated, and
custom-built.
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Layer Your
Lighting 

Good lighting is the difference between a kitchen that
looks good and one that feels good.

Include three layers:
Recessed lighting for overall brightness
Under-cabinet lighting for prep work
Pendants or sconces for warmth and dimension

Add dimmers everywhere to adapt the space for cooking,
mornings, and evenings.

D&G Advantage: Before construction begins, we map
every fixture, switch, and outlet — ensuring no shadows,
dead zones, or exposed cords break the visual flow of
your new kitchen.
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Understand
the Full Scope

A kitchen remodel has hundreds of decisions. With design-build,
one expert team handles all of it — the design, the materials, the
trades, and the execution.

This is where D&G’s approach protects your investment:
One cohesive team from concept to completion
Transparent budgeting that eliminates surprises
A curated showroom to simplify selections
Realistic timelines you can trust
Precision craftsmanship that lasts for decades
White-glove communication throughout your project
An 8-step process that keeps your remodel moving smoothly

When homeowners try to manage this alone, things slip, costs rise,
and the final result rarely matches the original vision.

D&G Advantage: With D&G, everything stays aligned — design,
budget, timeline, and craftsmanship.

07



Let’s Build the
Kitchen You’ve
Been
About

If you’re planning a kitchen remodel in Colorado, D&G
brings the design expertise, project management,
craftsmanship, and elevated experience required to
make it extraordinary.

Schedule your complimentary consultation today — and
let’s start designing the kitchen that will redefine the
way you live in your home.

Dreaming

DGHOMEPRO.COM | INFO@DGHOMEPRO.COM | 303.222.4256


